
I tend to get lost rather eas-
ily. No matter how far I’m going, 
or if I have a set of directions and/
or a map in my hands, I am bound 
to get lost. I have gotten better at 
finding my way to places without 
getting lost over the past few 
years, but it still causes me prob-
lems every now and again. One 
particular instance occurred al-
most two years ago. 

I graduated from Hesston 
College in April of 2008, and then 
I spent a month touring Europe 
and giving concerts with Hess-
ton’s European Chorale. Our tour 
covered France, Italy, Germany, 
Switzerland, and the Netherlands, 
and every time we stayed in a 
major city, we would be given a 
short guided tour of the city, as 
well as an introduction to their 
metro system before our directors 
would set us free to do our own 
exploring. Our last full day in 
Milan, Italy, we went to tour a 
castle in the city that contained 
several different museums within 
it. By the time my friend Tara and 
I had seen most of the displays, 
we were feeling pretty tired. Be-
fore our group had split up, we 
had been told that we could go 
back to the hotel whenever we 
wanted to, but whoever wanted to 
go back as a group should meet at 
the fountain by a certain time. It 
was about 20 minutes before peo-
ple would be meeting to leave as a 
group, but Tara and I decided that 
we didn’t really want to wait 
around. Just that morning I had 
brought my luggage from my host 

home to the hotel where half 
the choir was staying, so I did-
n’t have a room yet, but Tara 
did. We planned on getting ice 
cream from a shop that was a 
few blocks away from the hotel 
and then relaxing in her room 
for the rest of the afternoon. I 
had taken the metro to the hotel 
every morning to meet up with 
the whole group (with another 
choir member who was staying 
with me), and since it was only 
four blocks from the metro stop 
to the hotel, Tara and I thought 
we could make it back by our-
selves. 

Boy were we wrong. 
In the four blocks it took 

to get from the metro stop to 
the hotel, we somehow man-
aged to get lost—thoroughly 
lost. Things looked familiar for 
awhile, but then we somehow 
ended up on the other side of 
town, in a business section, 
where there weren’t many 
shops or restaurants where we 
could stop and attempt to ask 
for directions, and we couldn’t 
find any metro stops. Tara be-
gan freaking out somewhat, 
and I kept reassuring her that 
we’d eventually find our way 
back. (We didn’t know our 
hotel’s address, but we at least 
knew the name of our hotel!) 
We eventually found a drug 
store where, through a mixture 
of Spanish, English, and some 
Italian managed to get direc-
tions to our hotel. After stop-
ping a few times to check to 

make sure our directions were 
correct, we made it back to the 
hotel—several hours after the 
group had gotten back from the 
castle. Although we hadn’t been 
missed yet, our directors reas-
sured us that they probably 
would’ve gotten worried if we 
wouldn’t have shown up for sup-
per that night. 

Realizing that you’re lost is 
a scary thing, especially if nobody 
knows that you’re lost, and you 
have no way of communicating to 
anyone that you’re lost. While we 
can sometimes find our way back 
on our own, we often have to rely 
on the help of others to help us 
get where we were originally 
headed. If you think about the 
parable of the lost sheep, how do 
you think that lost sheep felt be-
fore the shepherd found it? How 
do you think the sheep felt after it 
was found? It’s amazing to realize 
that though we may only be one 
person out of the billions of peo-
ple on this earth, God loves us 
enough that he notices when one 
of us has gone missing, and will 
search for us until he finds us and 
can help us find our way back to 
the fold. Since we as Christians 
are a part of the body of Christ, 
this means that we too should 
search for those who have be-
come lost, and help them find 
their way back. Although we 
can’t force people to take the path 
we think they should take, we can 
provide them with loving advice, 
support, and friendship. 
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