
Camp has always played 
a huge role in my life. I attended 
Laurelville Mennonite Church 
Center as a camper every single 
summer from the age of 6 until I 
was 17, and I worked as a coun-
selor from the age of 17 until I was 
20. I loved every minute of it—the 
creek hikes, swimming under the 
waterfall, white water rafting, 
sleeping out on Sunset, singing 
around the campfire, hiking… I 
learned a lot in my years as a 
camper, but I learned even more 
when I was a counselor—and one 
of the lessons I learned was taught 
by the most unlikely person. 

The summer before my 
senior year of high school, I was 
17 years old. I was a camper one 
last time in the Disciple’s camp 
(for ages 14-17), and then for the 
rest of the summer I was a coun-
selor-in-training. The last week of 
camp was Mini-Camp (for ages 6-
8), where a week’s worth of ex-
periences are crammed into 3 days 
and 2 nights to whet the younger 
kids’ appetites for Explorer’s 
Camp (for ages 8-10) when they 
could stay for a whole week. That 
whole summer we had dealt with a 
lot of thunderstorms, and we were 
treated to yet another thunderstorm 
for our last night of Mini Camp. 
This thunderstorm was a lot worse 
than most of the other ones we had 
dealt with throughout the summer, 
though. The rain was relentlessly 
pelting down from the sky, and the 

dining hall practically shook 
every time the thunder boomed, 
not to mention how the whole 
sky lit up with the lightning. 
We were almost done eating 
supper when the thunderstorm 
arrived, and it was severe 
enough that we were given 
instructions to wait out the 
storm in the shelter of the din-
ing hall. The campers handled 
the storm fairly well up until 
the electricity went off, and 
then several campers started 
screaming while others were 
crying. We counselors tried our 
best to console our campers, but 
it wasn’t helping a whole lot. 

In the midst of all this 
noise and chaos, a little boy 
stood up on his seat and said, 
“If we believe in God, then why 
we are afraid?” 

Almost instantly the 
screaming and crying stopped 
as our young campers paused to 
consider these words. Suddenly, 
the rain didn’t sound like it was 
coming down quite as hard, the 
thunder didn’t sound as fero-
ciously loud, and the lightning 
didn’t seem as bright. Another 
counselor and I were then able 
to lead the campers in singing 
some fun songs to help pass the 
time away, and a few minutes 
later the electricity came back 
on. By this point several of the 
support staff had gotten their 
cars, so we piled into their cars 

and they drove us back to the 
youth village to our cabins. 

“If we believe in God, 
then why are we afraid?” Such a 
simple question, yet it yielded 
some big results. We often say 
that “actions speak louder than 
words,” but sometimes words, 
however small or simple they may 
be, can be pretty powerful, too. 
Like the time in Mark 4:35-41 
when Jesus and his disciples were 
taking a trip across the Sea of 
Galilee. A huge storm came up 
while Jesus was asleep, and his 
disciples thought the boat was 
going to sink. They woke Jesus 
up, and he simply got up and said, 
“Peace, be still.” The wind 
stopped, and the water calmed 
down, and then Jesus reprimanded 
his disciples for having so little 
faith. 

I don’t think fear is a 
terrible thing—a little bit of fear 
can be healthy for us, since it can 
keep us from doing really danger-
ous things. However, we can’t let 
our fear control our lives. The 
world can be a scary place if we 
let our fear overcome us, but if we 
trust in God to take care of us and 
to protect us, our fear will be 
greatly diminished. “So do not 
fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my right-
eous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10, 
NIV) 
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