
 I was always one of 
those kids...I’m sure you 
know the kind.  I LOVED 
shopping for new school sup-
plies.  There was the brand 
new crayons that had never 
been used.  The notebooks 
that had never been written 
in.  The new planner un-
touched by life’s busyness.  I 
was in back-to-school 
heaven! 
 This time of year 
also marks the beginning of a 
new youth group year.  It 
will, of course, include new 
sponsors, new youth, new 
small groups, new songs, 
new Bible studies, new fun 
and more.  But I wonder if 
this fall we can also add 
some other things to our 
back-to-youth-group 
“shopping” list. 
�� A new appreciation for 

those in the group differ-
ent than ourselves. 

�� A new respect for other 
schools represented in 
our youth group. 

�� A new commitment to 
be a present part of the 
youth group commu-
nity. 

�� A new promise to lift 
each other up in 
prayer. 

�� A new servant 
heart to put 
other’s needs 
in front of our 
own. 

�� A new com-
passion to of-
fer grace in 
our youth 
group community. 

�� A new dedication to 
really learn to know 
others in the group. 

�� A new passion to learn 
more about the One 
we claim to follow. 

�� A new pledge to break 
down the barriers of 
cliques. 

�� A new desire to grow 
as individuals and as a 
community of faith. 

 I am excited about 
the newness of another year.  
It’s a fresh start.  And I am 
assured that we serve a faith-
ful God who is bound to 
blow us away with the things 
in store for us as youth group 

communi-
ties this 
coming 
year.  Will 
you join me 
in bathing 
our year in 
prayer? 

 While you’re back-
to-school shopping this fall, 
remember the shopping list 
for youth group.  Are you 
ready to “purchase” these 
new things? 
 YOU are an essen-
tial part of youth group!  
You are missed when you 
are missing!  Together God 
will use us in crazy-amazing 
ways!  Come September 2 as 
we kick-off the new year and 
begin another year of jour-
neying together... 
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    Saturday, August 22, Ron and Ruth hosted 
the Sr. high youth for a boat-load of banana 
splits!  The football was thrown, scrabble was 
played and we recognized the wonderful com-
mitment of outgoing sponsors, Mike and Julie 
Truex. 
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1. Assuming you can't steal an animal's sense of hearing, or use 
an electrical device, what would you need in order to hear a pin 
drop from over 20 yards? 

2. Follow these steps and see if you can figure this out. 
 
1) Get a brown, cardboard box. 
2) Get purple, orange, and turquoise paints. 
3) Paint the box orange. 
4) Paint on purple spots. 
5) Paint on turquoise stripes. 
7) Turn it upside down. 
8) Lie on your side. 
 
What is missing from this sequence?  

3. A duke was hunting in the forest with his men-at-arms and 
servants when he came across a tree. Upon it, archery targets 
were painted and smack in the middle of each was an arrow. 
"Who is this incredibly fine archer?" cried the duke. "I must 
find him!"  
 
After continuing through the forest for a few miles he came 
across a small boy carrying a bow and arrow. Eventually the 
boy admitted that it was he who shot the arrows plumb in the 
center of all the targets. "You didn't just walk up to the targets 
and hammer the arrows into the middle, did you?" asked the 
duke worriedly. "No my lord. I shot them from a hundred 
paces. I swear it by all that I hold 
holy." "That is truly astonishing," said the duke. "I hereby ad-
mit you into my service." 
 
The boy thanked him profusely. "But I must ask one favor in 
return," the duke continued. "You must tell me how you came 
to be such an outstanding shot." 
 
How'd he get to be such a good shot? 

ANSWERS:  1– a bowling ball, 2– step #6, 3– the boy shot t he arrow, 
THEN painted the circle around it. 


