
 During the month of 
November we are often encour-
aged at least once to say some-
thing we are thankful for.  I 
know personally I try to think of 
the best and biggest blessings in 
my life and so it usually comes 
out something like,  “I’m thank-
ful for Dallan, my family, 
health, and a roof over my 
head.”  Really good things to be 
thankful for!  But have you ever 
thought about the small things? 
 In college, I took a 
course called Spiritual Care & 
Healing.  In that class I was 
introduced to the idea of grati-
tude.  Gratitude is a feeling of 
being thankful to somebody for 
doing something.   
 In my class, I learned 
several things.  First, I was able 
to identify blessings that filled 
my life.  Secondly, I became 
aware of my gratitude to God 
for filling my life to the brim 
with blessings.  Thirdly, it be-
came second nature to THANK 

God for those blessings daily. 
And finally, I learned that 
when you are aware of your 
blessings, you are a happier 
person! 
 Now you might be 
wondering how I learned 
those things.  It was not be-
cause I was a particularly 
good student (although that 
wouldn’t have hurt!).  Rather 
it was because I began to 
experiment with a “gratitude 
journal.” 
 I bought a teensy 
little notepad and carried it 
with me everywhere.  My 
assignment was to write 
down any little thing I was 
grateful for.  I was to have at 
least five things every day 
and if I didn’t have anything 
to write down on a given day 
I had to write why I felt un-
grateful. 
 It became easier and 
easier to come up with bless-
ings.  They ranged from the 

big in life to the minor.  But 
acknowledging them all made 
me more aware of my Maker 
and filled me with an inner joy.  
 And so I challenge you 
to find a period of time when 
you can carry a gratitude note-
book with you wherever you 
go.  Watch for changes in your 
life and attitude! 
 In spirit of this exer-
cise, I leave you with a few 
small things I’m grateful for 
this very moment: 
�� A space heater 
�� Pink wooden tulips (that 

never die and never have to 
be watered!) 

�� My puppy’s warm body in 
the cold mornings 

�� My husband’s willingness 
to take my puppy outside 
in the cold mornings 

�� Fleece 
�� Fall colors 
�� Encouraging words 
�� Fall break! 
�� Gas in my car 
�� Youth sponsors 
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     Tuesday, November 14 is 
Hacienda day for 
Silverwood Sr. High 
Youth!  A percentage 
of every sale, ALL 
DAY, will go to the 
youth to help pay for 
convention in San 
Jose, CA next summer. 
 You must have a to-
ken with you in order to bene-
fit our youth.  Tokens are 

available outside Janice’s of-
fice or from a youth.  
Pass them out to 
everyone you know!   
 
NOTE TO YOUTH: 
We need your help 
to make this day 

hugely successful by passing 
out tokens to as many people 
as possible and inviting every-
one to participate! 

“Hacienda Day Ideas” 
�� Eat lunch and supper at 

Hacienda 
�� Get carry-out lunch for 

all your co-workers 
�� Buy gift-cards for 

Christmas presents 
�� Make it a family-night-

out 
�� Make it a date-night 
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Trisha, Monica, Eric, and 
John eat around the fire 

Lavonne, Libby & Holly 
warm up with Chili 

Lydia, Matt, Nick, Jared and Trisha 
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A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at 
the grocery store, but 
couldn't find one big 
enough for her family. 
She asked a stock boy, 
"Do these turkeys get 
any bigger?"  
The stock boy replied, "No ma'am, they're dead.” 
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 The Sr. High youth are busy taking orders for a brand 
spankin’ new fundraiser!  They are selling HOMEMADE Christ-
mas candy  for all of your holiday needs.  We all know the Christ-
mas season can get busy and overwhelming so allow the youth to 
help you and in turn support them in their quest to get to California 
for youth convention next summer. 

This year the youth are offering the following homemade candies: 

�� Chocolate caramels ($6/lb) 

�� Peanut clusters ($5/lb) 

�� Chocolate peanut brittle crunch ($5/lb) 

�� Peanut brittle ($5/lb) 

Candy is sold by the pound.  All orders and money must be turned 
in by November 19.  The candy will be made on Saturday, Decem-
ber 9 and will be ready for pick-up on Sunday, December 10.  
Spread the word to family, co-workers, and friends.  We are invit-
ing the whole congregation to participate!  Sign-up to help make 
candy on Janice’s office door or pick up extra order forms at 
Janice’s bulletin board to take to work! 

It will take everyone to make this a “SWEET” success!  

Note to youth: Orders and $ must be returned to Cheryl Schwartz by Sunday, 
November 19.  Get creative with advertising and selling!  We need EVERYONE 
to participate in both the selling and making of the candy.  Reserve Saturday, 
December 9 to help! 

Zach Truex 
Rachelle 
Haarer 
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 It’s already time to mark your calendar for snow camp at Camp 

Friedenswald.  You won’t want to miss out on this fabulous weekend of 
bonding, growing and fun!  SAVE THE DATE TODAY! 

 
Sr. High weekend – January 26-28 

Regina Shands Stoltzfus will speak on the topic “Faith: What’s it to you?” 
Jr. High weekend – February 2-4 

Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg will speak about going “Beyond Belief.” 
 

Stay tuned for more details.  We will be asking for commitments soon! 


